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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, ASEAN 

SUBJECT: PRIMACY OF FOREIGN MINISTERS IN HANDLING ASEAN AFPAIRS 

1 . MPA POLITICAL DIVISION DIRECTOR TAN BOON SENG TOLD CHARGE DURING 
MEETING MAY 12 THAT ASEAN SENIOR OPPICIALS HAD MET IN JAKARTA 
TWO WEEKS AGO AND HAD FINALLY SETTLED ONE OF THEIR THORNIEST 
PROBLEMS WHICH FOR A WHILE HAD THREATENED TO BRING ASEAN TO A 
GRINDING HALT. HE SAID HE WAS SURE I WAS AWARE OF THE CONPLICT 

POR PRIMACY BETWEEN THE POREIGN AND ECONOMIC MINISTERIES OP THE 
VARIOUS ASEAN GOVERNMENTS WITH RESPECT TO ASEAN AFPAIRS. HE SAID 
THIS ISSUE HAD CAUSED GREATER CONCERN IN SOME ASEAN CAPITALS 
THAN OTHERS AND IMPLIED THAT THIS HAD NOT BEEN A SERIOUS ISSUE 
WITHIN THE GOS. PORTUNATELY JAKARTA MEETING HAD PINALLY REACHED 
AGREEMENT THAT THE POREIGN MINISTERS WOULD HAVE THE "PINAL SAY" 

OR RIGHT OP REVIEW ON ALL ASEAN MATTERS, BUT THAT ON 
ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS THERE WOULD BE APPROPRIATE 
PARTICIPATION BY OPPICIALS FROM THE RELEVANT MINISTIRES. 

2. TAN SAID IT HAD ALSO BEEN AGREED AT JAKARTA THAT 

IN MEETINGS BETWEEN ASEAN AND THIRD COUNTRIES THE FOREIGN 
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MINISTER OR HIS DESIGNEE WITHIN THE POREIGN MINSTRY WOULD 
LEAD THE ASEAN DELEGATION. TAN ADMITTED THAT THIS AGREE- 
MENT HAD BEEN REACHED BETWEEN OPPICIALS PRIMARILY REPRESENTING 
THE POREIGN MINISTRIES OP THE ASEAN COUNTRIES, AND THAT IT 
WAS THEREFORE SUBJECT TO REVIEW AND APPROVAL BY EACH 
GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, HE SEEMED FAIRLY CONFIDENT THAT THE 
AGREEMENT WOULD HOLD. TAN DID NOT SEEM TO BE AWARE THAT 
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THERE HAD BEEN TALKS IN MANILA ON THE SAME ISSUE WITH RESPECT 
TO THE FORTHCOMING U.S. /ASEAN ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS AND 
CHARGE REFRAINED FROM MENTIONING THESE DISCUSSIONS. 

GRANT 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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